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At once a shrewd challenge of Buechner’s assertion that “the
place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and
the world’s deep hunger meet” and also a lyrical journey to the
place where labor and love meet, Finding Livelihood explores the
tensions between the planned life and the given, between desire
and need, between aspirations and limits.

Reviews/Endorsements

“Nordenson describes wrestling with work as with a large force that wants
to have its way with you, even as you want to have your way with it. This
wrestling, sinewy and particular as its wrestler, enlarges us as we read our
way into her life with its incisive insights and explorations. Can one wrestle
meditatively? This author has learned the art and we are the benefactors.” —
Luci Shaw
“Written with a rare wit and elegance, Finding Livelihood offers a profound, often surprising reflection on the necessity of earning our daily bread.
This fine new collection by Nancy Nordenson, which gathers under one cover
such unlikely bedfellows as venipuncture, a flute-playing cabbie, and the prudent way to unpack Russian icons, includes some of the best essays I’ve read
in years.” — Paula Huston
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About the Author

Nancy J. Nordenson is a nationally-recognized author and essayist. Her writing has appeared in Harvard Divinity Bulletin, Indiana
Review, Comment, Under the Sun, Relief, and in other publications and
anthologies, including The Spirit of Food: 34 Writers on Feasting and
Fasting Toward God (Cascade) and Becoming: What Makes a Woman
(University of Nebraska). Her work has also earned multiple “notable” recognitions in the Best American Essays and Best Spiritual
Writing anthologies, and Pushcart Prize nominations. Her first
book, Just Think: Nourish Your Mind to Feed Your Soul, was published
by Baker Books in 2004.
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